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22Mar. Hamano secures Japan its third Women’s 
Asian Cup title 

                                              

       

 Maika Hamano scored the only goal as a formidable 
Japan battled past Australia to clinch a third Women’s Asian 
Cup title in Sydney on Saturday. 

                              ,                               

                                                       

      

 The Tottenham star hit a stunning long-range strike in 
the 17th minute to add to Japan‟s continental crowns from 2014 

and 2018. 

                          17                                       ,                2014 औ  

2018                  औ              
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22Mar. Manav, Yashaswini win maiden National titles 

     ,                                  

 The men‟s top seed ends Jeet‟s impressive run in the summit clash to land the big prize; the 
16-year-old Syndrela falters in a gripping all-PSPB women‟s final. 

                                                                            ;      16      

                 ऑ -PSPB                     ई  

 Manav Thakkar and Yashaswini Ghorpade, both representing the Petroleum Sports 
Promotion Board (PSPB), clinched their maiden men‟s and women‟s singles titles at the 
87th Senior National Table Tennis Championship here on Saturday. 

         औ               ,                                   (PSPB)             

       ,                87                                              औ               

                      

 Earlier, Syndrela had upset defending champion Diya Chitale in a tense semifinal, while 
Yashaswini progressed comfortably past Suhana Saini. 

         ,                                                        ,                            

                         

 Along with the trophies and medals, both Manav and Yashaswini received prize money of 
₹3.52 lakh each, while runners-up Jeet and Syndrela earned ₹1.76 lakh apiece. 

      औ             ,      औ            ₹3.52                        ,               

    औ              ₹1.76                  

 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED     22  March  2026 

22Mar Kanshi Ram returns 
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  22Mar. Kanshi Ram returns 

                   

 In Uttar Pradesh, SCs make up around 21%, minorities about 20% and OBCs up to 40%. 

                                भ  21%,        20% औ          भ  40%     

 “Kanshi Ramji‟s idea was to transform the Bahujan Samaj from a vote-giver to a power 

getter,” Gautam said. 

            , “                                                                            

          ” 

Mobilisation on identity 

                          

 Born in Punjab, Kanshi Ram joined a government job in Pune in the late 1950s, where he 

witnessed discrimination. 

                          1950                                         ,             भ  भ         

 He began reading B.R. Ambedkar, especially Annihilation of Caste, which influenced him 

deeply. 

          .  .                         ,                    ,               ई     भ     
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 He adopted the call to “educate, agitate, and organise”. 

        “         ,           औ           ”                 

 He later founded BAMCEF (1978) and DS4 (1981) to organise marginalised communities. 

               BAMCEF (1978) औ  DS4 (1981)              

 When he founded the BSP, he said if 50% Bahujans unite, forming a government would be 
possible. 

           BSP    ई,               50%               ,                  भ      

 His slogan “Jiski jitni sankhya bhari, uski utni bhagidari” remains popular. 

           “                     ,                   ”    भ             

 However, the BSP failed to gain traction in other States. 

         BSP              भ              ई  

 “The real legacy of Kanshi Ram is social justice and constitutional values,” said activists. 

                  , “                                    औ                   ” 

 Under the INDIA alliance, a section of Bahujan voters supported the coalition in 2024 
elections. 

                      2024                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     22  March  2026 

22Mar What did the SC say about paid maternity leave? 

                                                     ? 
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22Mar. What did the SC say about paid maternity leave? 

                                                    ? 

The story so far: 

             : 

 Last week, the Supreme Court ruled that adoptive mothers could avail themselves of 12 
weeks of paid maternity leave regardless of the age of their children at the time of 

adoption. 

          ,                                                                           12 

                                      

 Striking down Section 60(4) of the Social Security Code, 2020 (previously Section 5(4) of 
the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961), which limited this benefit only to mothers who adopted 
children under the age of three months, the Court said that an adoptive mother had the 
same rights and obligations as a biological mother. 

                    , 2020         60(4) (                         , 1961         5(4))    

          ,         भ                                                                   

       ,                                    औ                              

What is the law on maternity leave in India? 

                                  ? 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e7
 

 Statutory maternity benefits for working women in India began to be granted in colonial 
times. 

भ                                              भ औ                        

 The Bombay Maternity Benefit Act, 1929, covered women factory workers. 

                      , 1929                                    

 It was followed by similar laws in other parts of the country in the run-up to Independence. 

                                           भ                         

 In 1961, Parliament passed the Maternity Benefit Act to provide paid maternity leave of 12 
weeks to working women. 

1961                                        ,                  12               

            

 In 2017, the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act extended paid maternity leave for 
biological mothers to 26 weeks. 

2017                                            26                   

 It also inserted a provision extending maternity leave to adoptive mothers or surrogate 
mothers. 

                  औ                   भ                  

 Section 5(4) stated that mothers adopting a child below three months would get 12 weeks 

leave from the date the child is handed over. 

     5(4)          ,                                           12                       

Why was this law considered inadequate? 

                            ? 

 This provision was challenged in 2021 by Hamsaanandini Nanduri, a lawyer who adopted 
siblings in 2017. 

             2021                                    ,         2017                         

 She said her Bengaluru-based law firm gave her only six weeks of paid maternity leave. 

                                   6                           

 She had to take additional months of unpaid leave because she could not leave her children. 

               भ                                           

 She said there was no policy regarding this, which made her angry. 

                           ई             ,                    ई  

 The petitioner termed the 12 weeks leave as “mere lip service” compared to 26 weeks for 
biological mothers. 

              12                       औ              ,                      26 

               

 It was argued that this violated fundamental rights under the Constitution. 

                                                            

 The three-month limit was unjust to both children and parents. 

                       औ      -                               

 It deprived older adoptees of maternal care needed for their development and integration. 

                                                    

 Adoption procedures in India take longer than three months. 

भ                                                        

 An RTI with CARA (Central Adoption Resource Authority) showed that less than 5% of 
children adopted were under three months of age. 

CARA        RTI                    5%                                         

What did the Court say about motherhood? 

                                ? 

 The Court made it clear that motherhood cannot be seen through the “narrow lens of 
biology” alone. 

                                  “            ”                       
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 It referred to adoption as part of the “right to reproductive autonomy”. 

                    “                     ”                

 It noted that “the period of leave plays a crucial role in fostering an emotional bond between 

the mother and the child”. 

                                  औ                                                     

 The Court added that stress hormone levels in children raised in orphanages are often 

higher than those raised in families. 

                                                                          

 This pointed to a greater need for paid maternal leave for older adoptees. 

                                                                          

How will the judgment help adoptees and their parents? 

                  औ           -                      ? 

 Madhumitha Venkataraman was interviewing for jobs while waiting for an adoption referral, 
asking for paid leave in advance. 

                                                                                          

            

 Several multinational organisations refused to grant leave beyond a few weeks. 

 ई                                                                 

 She was later recruited by a global media company that promised one year of paid 
maternity leave. 

                                                                

 Her son came home at the age of three and a half months in 2023, making her ineligible 
under the old law. 

          2023    3.5                   ,                                            

 She said she did not have to choose between career and parenting. 

                        औ                                  

 She emphasised that there are emotional needs, not just for the child but also for the parent. 

                                         -        भ                            

 The time at home helped her grow into motherhood. 

घ                                               

 This time and space will now be available to other adoptive mothers as well. 

          औ                        भ          

 Noopur Goyal’s daughter was 15 months old when adopted in 2021. 

                   2021    15                        ई     

 She worked as a paediatric cardiologist in Delhi but had to give up her job due to lack of 

leave. 

                                 ,                                                  

 As a single parent, she chose to be present for her child. 

                                                          

 She said an adopted child is “uprooted twice” and needs time to build attachment and 
security. 

                      “              ”         औ                                       

 She added she was financially stable but welcomed the new law granting 12 weeks paid 
leave. 

                                    ,       12                                       

    

What did the Court say about paternity leave? 

                                      ? 

 The Court asked the Union government to examine the need for a formal law on paternity 
leave. 
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 It said India‟s legal framework does not adequately recognise the role of fathers in childcare. 

                भ                                                                    

         

 It emphasised the importance of shared parenting. 

                  -                              

 Currently, only male government servants get 15 days’ paternity leave for birth or 

adoption. 

                                      15                              

 In the private sector, leave depends on company policies. 

                                        भ            

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance,   

TOPICS COVERED     22  March  2026 

22Mar Govt. modifies Mutual Credit Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs 

          MSMEs                                                 
 

22Mar. Govt. modifies Mutual Credit 
Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs 

          MSMEs                            

                     

 The Finance Ministry on Saturday said the 
Mutual Credit Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs (MCGS-
MSME) has been modified to support manufacturers 
and exporters, allowing a 5% upfront contribution in 

tranches after the fourth year. 

                                      ई        

                          (MCGS-MSME)           

                           औ                            , औ                           5% 

                          ई     

 As per the revised scheme, the services sector has been included in the scheme, and the 
cost of equipment/machinery has been reduced up to 60% of the project cost from the 
earlier 75%, the Finance Ministry said in a statement. 

                        ,             भ                        , औ       /               

           75%    घ                      60%               ,                         

             

GS Paper II: International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED     22  March  2026 

22Mar Why is Israel attacking Lebanon? 

                                    ? 

22Mar Asphyxiating an island nation 

                       

22Mar Iran targets Israel’s town housing nuclear facility after Natanz strike 

                  ई                                                      

22Mar U.K. slams Iran’s missile attack at Diego Garcia base 

   .  .                         ई                               
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22Mar. Why is Israel attacking Lebanon? 

                                   ? 
 Hezbollah, a Shia militant group and political party in Lebanon with close ties to Iran. 

                                                        भ                ,    ई       

                       औ                  

 When Israel launched its invasion of Gaza after Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack, Hezbollah 
fired rockets into the Shebaa Farms, a Lebanese territory occupied by Israel. 

7       2023                                                    ,                          

            

 Israel responded with air strikes, triggering further Hezbollah rocket attacks that displaced 
thousands of Israelis from the Upper Galilee region. 
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                   ई         ,                   औ          औ                            

                

 In September 2024, Israel assassinated Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah in 

an air strike. 

       2024                 ई                                                

 On February 2026, after Iran‟s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed by a 
joint Israeli-American air strike, Hezbollah fired hundreds of rockets into northern Israel. 

      2026    ई                                     ई                                  

            

 Israel retaliated with air strikes, which was followed by the ground offensive. 

                      ई          औ                         

What is Hezbollah? 

              ? 

 Over the past five decades, Israel has carried out multiple attacks in Lebanon. 

      50                             ई              

 In 1978, Israel launched an incursion into southern Lebanon to push Palestinian militias 
(PLO) north of the Litani River. 

1978                                      PLO                                

 In 1982, Israel launched another invasion with the same objective. 

1982                   औ                 

 It forced the PLO to relocate, but the consequences led to the rise of Hezbollah as a Shia 
militant organisation backed by Iran (1979 Islamic Revolution). 

     PLO                             ई                                          

 When Israeli troops stayed in southern Lebanon as a buffer, Hezbollah emerged as the main 
resistance force. 

                                     ,                                   

 Israeli troops withdrew in 2000 due to Hezbollah‟s guerrilla attacks, which Hezbollah called 
the first ―Arab victory against Israel‖. 

2000                                                ,                                

       

 In 2006, Israel attacked Lebanon again to dismantle Hezbollah‟s military infrastructure. 

2006                                                               

 After a month-long campaign, Israel agreed to a ceasefire and withdrew. 

                                                

 This allowed Hezbollah to grow into a major socio-political and militant movement in 

Lebanon‟s weak state system. 

                                      -         औ                    

 After the 2006 war, they joined the Syrian civil war to fight alongside the forces of President 
Bashar al-Assad. 

2006                         ई                          -              ई      
 Hezbollah, a state within the state in Lebanon, possesses tens of thousands of rockets 

and missiles. 

        ,                             ,                     औ              
 However, in September 2024, Israel‟s pager explosions targeting mid-level commanders 

and killing top leadership threw it into disarray. 

             2024                                                                   

      
 Syria‟s main supporters were Iran, Russia, and Hezbollah. 

                    ई   ,    औ               
 Russia was busy with Ukraine, and Iran‟s space for manoeuvre was limited. 

                  औ  ई                              
 Hezbollah was pushed back by Israeli attacks. 
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 It took only 12 days for Golani‟s Hayat Tahrir al-Sham to capture Damascus. 

     12                       -                            
 The fall of Assad‟s government in December cut a vital link between Hezbollah and Iran, 

weakening both. 

                                      -ई                       
 From the early 1980s, Iran had provided money, weapons and training to Hezbollah, while 

Baathist Syria acted as a land bridge. 

1980           ई                       ,        औ             औ            भ            

          

 Israel wants to dismantle Hezbollah’s military capabilities, push them away from southern 
Lebanon, and create a buffer zone. 

                                   ,                           औ                

          
 Israel has issued evacuation orders for southern Lebanon and areas north of the Litani 

River. 

                       औ                                                      
 It has bombed bridges on the river to cut off Hezbollah’s supplies. 

                                                              
 Israel is also pressing the Lebanese government to disarm Hezbollah. 

                                                                  
 Hezbollah claims it is defending Lebanese territory. 

                                                   
 Israel is facing stiff resistance in southern Lebanon‟s hilltop towns, especially Khiam. 

                                     ,                                       
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22Mar. Asphyxiating an island nation 

                       

 Donald Trump’s illegal blockade on the island led to the collapse of the country‟s electricity 
grid last week; many are struggling with spoiled food and stifling heat. 

                                                                         ;  ई          

भ    औ  घ    भ                      

 Two ships moving through the Atlantic Ocean have caught the attention of maritime 
intelligence companies and geostrategists across the world. 

                                                भ                           औ  भ -        
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 The Anatoly Kolodkin, owned by the Russian government and carrying an estimated 
7,30,000 barrels of crude oil, is heading towards energy-starved Cuba in clear defiance of 
Donald Trump’s illegal energy blockade of the socialist island-nation. 

                 ,                             औ    भ  7,30,000                    

      ,                                          ,                                         

                                       

 Shipping tracker firm Kpler reported that the Kolodkin could reach Cuba as early as March 
23. 

                                              23                            

 It would not be the first tanker attempting to bring Russian fuel to Cuba in recent weeks. 

                            ई                                                   

 The Sea Horse, loaded with 2,00,000 barrels of gas oil believed to be from Russia but 

owned by a Chinese firm, was headed to Cuba before it abruptly halted in the middle of the 
Atlantic last month — likely fearing consequences from the U.S.. 

        ,    2,00,000                        औ                                           

                         ,                                 ,                                

       —   भ                                  

 If the Russian ships arrive, they will be Cuba‟s first energy shipments in three months. 

                       ,                                                    

 Russia’s help would be a massive succour to a desperate Cuba. 

                                                

 The country‟s entire electricity grid collapsed last week, leaving about 10 million people 

without power. 

                                  ढ   ई,         भ  1                               

 Although the government managed to partially restore supply to parts of Havana, the 

consequences have been disastrous for ordinary Cubans. 

                                                                  ,                      

    ई                                

 A report from the ground in Havana by The Guardian indicated that there are few cars on the 

roads, most airlines serving the island have suspended flights, the Canadian company 
Sherritt International has shuttered nickel mining operations in Cuba, state offices have 

closed, and schools have partly suspended classes. 

                                                                        ,                       

                                           ,      ई                                        

                       ,                       औ                                            

 Many, the newspaper reported, are struggling with spoiled food, stifling heat, and sleepless 
children. 

                    ई          भ   , घ    भ       औ                               

 Cuba‟s dependence on oil is structural: it accounts for 83% of total power generation, while 
oil products make up 56% of total energy consumption by industry, transport, agriculture, 

and households. 

                  भ                :                       83%   ,                   , 

      ,      औ  घ                       56%           

 None of this has deterred the Trump administration which continues to pursue illegal 

actions. 

              भ                                   ,                                       

 On January 29, Mr. Trump signed an executive order threatening punitive tariffs on any 

country selling oil to Cuba. 

 29         ,                                      ,                                   भ      

                                ई  

 Last week, he went further, explicitly threatening to “take” the island. 

           ,        औ                              “    ”             

 Cuba‟s fuel supplies had been highly dependent on Venezuelan oil under the oil-for-doctors 
scheme instituted by Hugo Chavez. 
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         ई                                     ई    -  -    -                               

               भ           

 In 2022, Venezuela supplied 75% of Cuba’s oil imports; by 2023, this had dropped to 58% 
as Mexico emerged as a key supplier with 31%. 

 2022   ,                      75%                      ; 2023       घ    58%       , 

             31%                              भ    

 Venezuela‟s supply fell from 46,500 barrels a day in December 2025 to zero following 
Nicolas Maduro’s abduction in early January. 

                            2025    46,500                घ                             

                               ई  

 After the January 29 order, Mexico also halted shipments. 

 29                     ,           भ                 

Decades of coercion 

               

 The current crisis is also the culmination of six decades of U.S. economic coercion. 

                                                      भ      

 What Cubans call the “blockade” began in 1962 following the Cuban Revolution and 

nationalisation of industries. 

          ई “        ”        ,    1962               औ                                  ई  

 The embargo was reinforced in 1992 by the Torricelli Act, which prohibited foreign 

subsidiaries of U.S. firms from trading with Cuba and barred ships that had docked in Cuba 
from entering U.S. ports for 180 days. 

           1992                     औ                ,                                  

                                                 औ                              180          

                                            

 The first Trump administration redesignated Cuba as a „State Sponsor of Terrorism‟ in 
January 2021, days before leaving office. 

                                                   2021            „                  

   ‟                           

 Cuba recently admitted it was in discussions with Washington and appears willing to make 

some economic changes. 

                                                                     औ                  

                  

 The New York Times reported that U.S. negotiators were demanding the resignation of 
President Miguel Díaz-Canel. 

                                                                      -                      

           

 Cuba has faced and overcome severe economic crises before. 

           भ    भ                                    औ                    

 Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, which provided subsidies averaging $4.3 billion 
annually, the island went through what it termed the „Special Period‟ through the 1990s. 

                         ,       औ    4.3                                ,        1990    

       „         ‟                

 GDP fell by 35% between 1989 and 1993 and Cubans faced severe food shortages. 

 1989    1993        GDP    35%            ई औ      ई            भ                     

          

 The government responded with partial liberalisation. 

                                            

 More recently, it has permitted micro, small and medium enterprises. 

          ,         ,     औ                             

 But these reforms have proved insufficient against the combined weight of the embargo and 
subsequent sanctions. 

                       औ                            भ                                
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 The Cuban government has remained defiant even as it negotiates. 

                                       ई     

 President Díaz-Canel responded that the U.S. government wants “to take over the country, its 

resources, its properties, and even the very economy they seek to suffocate in order to force 
us to surrender”. 

              -                                   “   ,              ,               औ       

                                                                      घ             

         ” 

 He added: “Faced with the worst-case scenario, Cuba is guided by one certainty: any external 
aggressor will face unyielding resistance.” 

           : “                               ,                              :   ई भ        

                                    ” 

 

22Mar. Iran targets Israel’s town housing nuclear facility after Natanz strike 

                  ई                                                      

 Shrapnel wounds 20 in Dimona, home to Israel‟s nuclear facility; IAEA chief Grossi calls for 
„military restraint‟ to avoid any risk of a nuclear accident; U.S. military uses 5,000-pound 
bunker-buster bombs „to destroy an underground Iranian facility‟. 

                  20     घ      ,                               घ    ; IAEA              

         घ                             „        ‟           ;                 5,000          

    -                     „भ      ई                      ‟  

 Dimona in southern Israel hosts a facility widely believed to possess West Asia’s sole 
nuclear arsenal, if undeclared. 

                                             घ                                   

                                ,                        घ              
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 Israel has maintained a policy of ambiguity about its nuclear programme, and the Dimona 

plant officially focuses on research. 

                                                                  , औ               

                                     

 According to Iran’s atomic energy organisation, the U.S. and Israel targeted a plant at 
Natanz in Isfahan province, which hosts underground centrifuges to enrich uranium for 

Iran‟s disputed nuclear programme and was already damaged in last year‟s June war. 

 ई                                  ,         औ                                   

                     ,                             भ                  औ                          

                             

 The head of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Rafael Grossi, called for 
“military restraint to avoid any risk of a nuclear accident”, but the UN watchdog confirmed 

that no increase in off-site radiation levels had been reported. 

                              (IAEA)                       “         घ                         

            ”           ,                                                                

  ई            ई     

22Mar. U.K. slams Iran’s missile 
attack at Diego Garcia base 

   .  .                         ई       

                        

 Britain has condemned “Iran’s 
reckless attacks” after its military fired 
missiles at the U.K.-U.S. air base on the 
island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. 

          “ई                    ”            , 

                                          

                 .  .-  .  .                    

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 

TOPICS COVERED     22  March  2026 
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22Mar Same field, two fates 

          ,          

22Mar India’s options boom, tale of caution 

                 ,                  

22Mar Why alternatives can’t replace LPG yet 

          LPG                         
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22Mar. Same field, two fates 

          ,          
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 An Israeli attack on a gas field straddling the Persian Gulf and Iran’s counterstrikes have 
laid bare how fragile the world‟s energy security really is. 

                                                 औ  ई                                  

                                                

 In a marked escalation of the West Asia conflict, Israel attacked Iran’s South Pars gas 
field, the world‟s largest, shared with Qatar across the Persian Gulf, on March 18. 

                                   ,           18         ई                            

         ,                          औ                                

 Iran, in retaliation, launched missile attacks on energy facilities in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Kuwait and Israel. 

 ई                   ई       ,         ,    ई,       औ                                    

          

 The U.S. was quick to distance itself from the attack, with President Donald Trump saying 

that Israel acted alone and that Tel Aviv would not target the “extremely important and 
valuable” site again. 

                                                                                         

      ई    औ              “             औ        ”                               

 The war on Iran had already dealt a massive energy shock to the global economy by 
choking off exports of crude oil and LNG through the Strait of Hormuz. 

 ई                                                        औ                      

                                              

 Brent crude rose 5% to $108.66 a barrel on March 18, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate 
crude rose 2.5% to $98.65 a barrel. 

         18         5%      $108.66                ,        .  .                      

    2.5%      $98.65                  

 Natural gas prices also shot up significantly. 

                      भ           ई   

 Beneath the Persian Gulf, straddling the maritime boundary between Iran and Qatar, lies a 
reservoir so vast it has become central to the energy economies of both countries and much 
of the world beyond. 

                     , ई    औ                                     भ       ,                

औ                                                          

 Qatar’s North Field and Iran’s South Pars together contain more than 1,800 trillion cubic 
feet of usable gas, enough, according to a Reuters report, to supply the world‟s needs for 13 
years. 

                 औ  ई                       1,800                               

       ,    13                                                   

 The field is shared by Iran and Qatar, giving both countries the second and third largest 
natural gas reserves in the world, behind Russia. 

        ई    औ                            ,                                          औ        

                             ,                      

 The field was first discovered in Qatari waters in 1971. 

                 1971                                  

 South Pars was discovered in 1990. 

                  1990     ई     

 The two countries then embarked on strikingly different journeys with the same resource. 

                                                     -                

 Qatar built Ras Laffan Industrial City, a bustling metropolis 80 km north of Doha, to 

process the gas from this field. 

                                              80                                        

             

 Today, Ras Laffan processes nearly all of the country‟s LNG and is responsible for 
approximately one fifth of the world’s entire LNG supply. 

                       भ   भ                            औ                       
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 The revenues it generated transformed Qatar from a small Gulf emirate into one of the 
wealthiest countries on earth. 

                                                                                       

 Iran’s story takes a different turn. 

 ई                               

 South Pars accounts for 70-75% of the Islamic Republic’s total gas production. 

                                            70-75%          

 The gas heats homes, powers factories, and fuel industries. 

        घ                  ,                      औ                          

 It is the backbone of the country‟s domestic energy supply. 

                                        

 U.S. sanctions, first imposed in the early 1980s, effectively shut Iran out of global energy 

markets. 

               ,             1980                              ,    ई                  

                         

 Mr. Trump withdrew from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal in 2018, during his first term, and 
reimposed tough sanctions on Tehran, leaving part of one of the world‟s richest gas reserves 

stranded behind a wall of geopolitical isolation. 

                                 2018    2015    ई                                        

                     ,                               भ                भ -                  

         

India’s ties 

               

 The escalation of the conflict into energy sites in the region is bad news for India. 

                       घ                                     

 India‟s energy relationship with Iran has remained limited as sanctions, security and 

commercial concerns kept several ambitious projects from taking off. 

 ई           भ                                           ,       औ                       ई 

                                            

 The two countries discussed a 1,036-km Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline, but New Delhi 
stepped back from talks in 2007. 

                1,036      ई   -       -                            ,       2007     ई 

                               

 In 2009, ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL) and the Hinduja Group signed agreements to pick up a 
stake in Phase 12 of the South Pars gas field, along with Petronet LNG. 

 2009                          (     ) औ                                               

                         12                                     

 The Indian companies were to receive up to 6 million tonnes of liquefied gas annually. 

 भ                         6                                         

 OVL, along with Indian Oil Corporation and Oil India, also had plans to invest $5-5.5 billion 
in developing the Farzad-B gas field. 

      ,                     औ                               -                    

   5-5.5                             

 None of these projects took off. 

           ई भ                            

 India, which imports nearly 80% of its crude oil needs, is heavily dependent on Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait and the UAE. 

 भ   ,         80%                        ,         ,     ,       औ     ई          

  भ       

 It also imports 60% of its LPG needs and around 50% of its natural gas requirements. 

         60%               औ    भ  50%                         भ            

    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

 “Forty-seven percent of our LNG imports are from Qatar, [therefore], any impact there or 
anything which affects supplies in the Middle East [West Asia] would impact us,” Sujata 
Sharma, Joint-Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas told reporters on 

March 19. 

 “                     47%              ,              ई भ   भ              [     

     ]               भ                 ई भ           भ          ,”            ,           औ  

                                    19                             

 New Delhi is procuring LNG from alternative suppliers, but those supplies will take time to 
arrive and are likely to be more expensive. 

  ई                                               ,                                        

औ                       

 Iranian attacks have knocked out 17% of Qatar’s LNG export capacity, causing an 
estimated $20 billion in lost annual revenue and threatening supplies to Europe and Asia. 

 ई                                           17%                 ,                20 

                                  औ        औ                              ई     

 Even if the war ends tomorrow, it could take years before production is normalised. 

 भ                        ,                                     

 This means that availability would be reduced, and the prices are elevated. 

                                औ                   

 In LNG markets, where there are limited strategic reserves and supply chains stretch across 

conflict zones, even short-term disruptions can have outsized consequences. 

                  ,              भ              औ                    घ                          , 

                   भ       भ                
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22Mar. India’s options 
boom, tale of caution 

                  , 

                 

 Last month, Finance 
Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman raised the taxes 
on futures and options 
trading and the markets 
responded with a 2% crash. 

            ,                 

                 औ  

                          

औ             2%           

                

 She said that the 
move was intended to arrest 
excessive speculation in the 

market. 

                            

                          

                     

 An option is a 

contract that lets a trader 
lock-in today the price at 
which he/she can buy or sell 
a stock or index in the 

future. 

                          

            भ            

                          

                            

                   

 The product helps 
protect investors and traders 
from market swings that can 
incur them losses, an activity 
called hedging. 

                  औ                          -                            ,                      

    

 It is, however, widely used by retail traders to speculate on the value of the stock for 

immediate gains and such behaviour in large scale can distort the market. 

        ,                               भ                                                  

                   औ                                                     

 SEBI acknowledged the challenge in a study which found 9/10 persons trading in options 
lost money and came out with measures to curb volumes in the market, which is among the 

largest in the world in terms of number of contracts. 

                                                              10       9                      

                औ                                                ,                              

                                           

 The product entered the 25th year of existence in 2026 in the Indian market. 

                         2026    25                       
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 A committee headed by L.C. Gupta in 1998 recommended phased introduction of futures 
and options and laid down the basic ideas and structures to establish fairness. 

 1998      .  .                                   औ                                  

   औ                                          औ                

 A subsequent panel in 2002, headed by J.R. Varma, economist and now distinguished 
professor at Dhirubhai Ambani University and also a former MPC member, said the market 

was ready for the introduction and solidified rules. 

 2002      .  .                                 ,            ई                     

          औ                  भ    ,                                       औ            

                

 “Everything that we take for granted today in the cash market, they all started in the 
derivatives because there we were drawing on a clean slate,” Prof. Varma said in a 
conversation with The Hindu. 

                                        , “                          भ                ,       

                                                               ” 

 The report also addressed speculators while setting up the structure. 

                                             भ            

 For an investor to hedge the volatility of stocks, there has to be someone to take the opposite 
bet and that person is usually a speculator. 

                                                                                   औ     

                             

 “Decisions about many aspects of derivatives trading would have to strike a balance 

between the needs of the hedgers and the necessity to attract an adequate number of well-
capitalised speculators who are prepared to take upon themselves the price risk which 
hedgers want to give up,” the committee noted. 

             , “                       ई                                          औ        

             -                                                               ,            

                               ” 

New medium 

          

 The markets, however, evolved and the growth of brokerage apps made it easy to speculate 

on complex instruments. 

        ,                 औ                                                          

      

  “With an explosion in index options trading on the expiry day over time, concerns arose 
around investor protection and systemic stability,” SEBI officials wrote in a white paper 
that compared cash with derivative markets, signalling the balance the LCGC report 
mentioned may have skewed in favour of speculators at least in option contracts with short 
contract terms. 

                                                                                         

                           औ                                    ,                      

                                                       ऑ                                      

                

 While brokers do undergo tight scrutiny which was later strengthened, conversations have 
now shifted towards filtering retail traders, too, through suitability norms like a test. 

                                ,             औ                ,                                 

भ                                                          ई     

 Recently, while speaking at an event in Mumbai, the chief executive officer of National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) Ashish Chauhan said developing countries such as India can‟t let lower 

income strata speculate and suggested minimum qualifying criteria to even participate in the 
derivatives market, echoing Mr. Damani‟s sentiments in 1998. 

               ई                                          (    ई)      ई       

                भ                                                                     औ  
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                    भ                                               ,    1998                     

              

 Other markets across the world have had such speculative booms in the capital markets 

and they were dealt with through a combination of frameworks, conditions or even strict 
surveillance. 

                         भ                                           औ                        भ  

ढ    ,                        ई  ई  

 It is impossible to curtail such behavioural risk and therefore, regulation has shifted from 
changing behaviour to containing its consequences, said Jayesh H., co-founder, Juris Corp. 

                               भ     औ                                              

                                      ,             .,   -      ,                    

 SEBI maintains that the problem existed only in short-tenure options and the impact of 

existing methods need to be studied before making any further initiatives. 

                                       ऑ           औ        ई                          

           भ                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22Mar. Why alternatives can’t replace LPG yet 
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 Renewable energy accounts for a larger share than conventional sources in Karnataka’s 
total installed power generation capacity. 

                                                                                   

         

 The LPG crisis exposed our continued dependence on conventional sources. 

 LPG                                          भ                    

 At a time when many eateries across Bengaluru are scaling down their menus and 
households are rushing to buy induction stoves due to LPG shortage, Reva Jhingan Malik 
and Ranjan Malik’s home remains unaffected. 

               ई                             औ      LPG                               

      ,                    औ               घ   भ              

 The family moved away from LPG six years ago, shifting instead to solar-based cooking at 

their “mud” house. 

                          LPG            “        घ ”                                  

        

 Their home relies only on sustainable alternatives. 

      घ                           भ       

 Since 2020, their meals have been prepared using a solar cooker, while electricity comes 
from a rooftop solar setup. 

 2020                                   औ                                   

 But such self-sustained models remain an exception, especially for urban commercial 
kitchens. 

                                               ई                  

Energy mix 

           

 Karnataka has about 36,472 MW installed capacity, with renewables contributing 20,162 
MW. 

                    36,472           ,                               20,162             

 Conventional sources contribute 16,310 MW. 

                          16,310             

 Solar energy contributes about 9,805 MW, while wind energy contributes 7,536 MW. 

            भ  9,805         औ           7,536                  

 Despite this, LPG dependence continues for most households and eateries. 

                     घ  औ        भ  भ  LPG              

LPG disruption 

 LPG             

 On March 9, Bangalore Hotels’ Association raised concerns over LPG shortage linked to 
West Asia tensions. 

 9                                                         LPG                    ई  

 Many eateries reduced menus or shifted to basic items like sambar rice. 

  ई                                                  भ             

 Prices also increased due to rising input costs. 

                         भ        

 “LPG is the only fuel that meets the scale and speed of commercial cooking,” said 
Basavaraj M.S. 

          .  .       , “LPG        ई                                     औ          

             ” 

Practical barriers 
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 Solar energy cannot provide continuous high heat needed for bulk cooking. 

                                                                           

 Electric cooking requires higher power load and infrastructure. 

                                      औ               

 PNG is limited by pipeline availability, while biomass needs space and ventilation. 

 PNG                            ,                     औ                  

 Waste-to-energy faces issues due to poor waste segregation. 

    -  -                                               
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22Mar. Why do 
electric vehicle 

batteries catch 
fire? 

             

                

        ? 

 A fire tore 
through a house in 
Indore on March 18, 
killing eight people, 
including two children. 

18                     

घ            ई,       

                     ई, 

                       

 An electric 
vehicle (EV) charging 
point outside appeared 

to have sparked the 
blaze. 

घ                      

     (EV)              

                    

    

 An 
investigation is 
underway. 

                       

Are EV batteries 
safe? 

   EV                 

  ? 

 Nearly every 
EV on the road runs on 
lithium-ion batteries, 

which use the same 
chemistry that powers 
millions of 
smartphones and 
laptops. 

  भ     EV    

      -                    ,            औ                                       

 They pack more energy than lead-acid batteries and are generally safe when managed well. 

      -                                                   औ                                   

    

 A common cause of EV battery fires is thermal runaway. 

EV                                                  

 A lithium-ion battery packs thousands of cells tightly together, each generating heat as it 
charges and discharges. 

      -                                        औ                                    
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 Normally, an onboard computer called the battery management system keeps the 

temperature within a safe range. 

                                                                   

 But if something goes wrong, one cell can overheat, causing neighbouring cells to overheat in 
a chain reaction that can outpace the cooling system. 

                                               ,                    भ           

                               

 This process releases a toxic cocktail of gases, including hydrogen fluoride, in a flammable 

vapour that eases the path to a fire. 

                                                                                 

          

What causes thermal runaway? 

                        ? 

 Manufacturers protect battery packs by packing them inside shells of reinforced steel or 
aluminium. 

                                                                  

 However, a hard impact — like from a strong impact to the undercarriage — can deform the 
casing and puncture or deform the cells inside, leading to a short circuit. 

                                                           भ                औ             

            

 Charging a battery beyond its designed capacity can force charge to build up in the wrong 
places inside cells. 

                                                                

 Reputable EV manufacturers include safeguards in their charging systems to prevent this but 
third-party or damaged chargers may not pay attention to these limits. 

                                  ,          -                                           

      

 And regularly charging a battery overnight with such a charger can increase the risk. 

                भ                              

 As the battery expands and contracts during use, rare manufacturing defects such as a small 
protrusion of metal can bring the positive and negative electrodes in touch, causing an 
enormous current to flow. 

                    -                                                भ                         

 This releases heat that then spreads through the pack. 

                                            

 Extension cords or domestic wiring in old buildings can also overheat when they cannot 
handle the sustained current. 

       घ                              भ                                  

Do external conditions matter? 

                                 ? 

 In hot weather, the cooling system can struggle to shed heat. 

                                         घ            

 Parking an EV in direct sunlight for long periods or charging it immediately after a long drive 
can add to the thermal stress. 

                                                                                  

 As batteries age, their internal components also degrade. 

                                    घ                      

 So users who ignore warning lights or skip inspections can miss early signs of swelling or 
chemical decomposition. 

                                                              

 Flooding also threatens batteries. 

    भ                           
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 The contaminated water after heavy rains can infiltrate a battery pack and cause short 
circuits. 

                                                   

 Several EV fires have occurred in the days after vehicles were submerged in floodwater. 

 ई EV       घ                           ई     

 EVs are not uniquely dangerous. 

EV                                  

 Petrol cars catch fire too, and more often, as they carry flammable fuel next to an engine 
running at a high temperature. 

                भ                                    ई             

 The difference is that EV battery fires burn hotter, spread faster, and are harder to put out (as 
the battery releases oxygen as it burns). 

              EV            ,           औ                       

 The Indore incident was made worse by the fact that LPG cylinders were stored in the 
house, a sports bike was parked inside, and electronic door locks jammed when the power 

failed. 

      घ                  औ    भ    ई       घ     LPG       ,                औ             

                            

What are industry and users doing? 

     औ                        ? 

 Most EVs today have channels alongside the cells filled with a coolant that absorbs their heat 

and dissipates it into the air. 

           EV                                                                        
 Scientists are currently developing a new form of cooling where the coolant evaporates as it 

absorbs heat and releases it into the air, improving heat transfer and handling temperature 
spikes better. 

         ई                                                                     औ      

                      
 Manufacturers are also exploring batteries with a solid electrolyte rather than the current 

liquid to reduce the risk of a thermal runaway. 

                                                                                     
 While refining firewalls inside existing designs so that if one cell fails, the fire does not 

spread. 

                                                                                 
 Users can also take precautions by using the charger that came with the vehicle or one 

certified by the manufacturer. 

                                                       
 Avoiding routine unattended charging. 

                                            
 Ensuring home electrical systems meet the necessary standards for high-power appliances. 

घ                                                     
 Having EV batteries inspected after any significant impact. 

     भ                                       
 Experts have recommended letting batteries cool after a long drive before charging and also 

keeping the charging area clear. 

                                                               औ                      
 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) released updated safety norms for EV batteries in 

2023 after a spate of fires the previous year prompted a government review. 

                 (BIS)    2023    EV                                      
 As part of its AIS-156 standard, the Automotive Research Association of India requires tests 

to check how heat propagates in a battery. 

AIS-156                                                    
 It also requires battery packs to give users at least five minutes to escape before a fire. 

   भ                                                        5                   
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22Mar. Nifty chemistry oers to make laundry 
cleaner 

                             ई             

                      

 Fabric coating to eliminate detergents in laundry 

             ई                                     

 Researchers have made a fabric coating that offers 
to eliminate detergents from laundry. 

                                                 ई           

                           

 They sprayed alternating layers of compounds called 
PDADMAC and PVS onto textiles. 

                PDADMAC औ  PVS                         

     

 The spray formed a dense layer that effectively 
repelled stains, residues, and germs, and could be washed 
off by rinsing under tap water. 

                                ,       औ              

            औ                             

 The team has estimated the technique could lower 
water and electricity use by 80% and also eliminate the discharge of detergent residues 
and microplastics in the wastewater. 

                            औ                  80%                  औ        

                                                  

 

22Mar. New reaction to recover Li from battery waste 

                Li                          ई         

 Halometallurgy method to recover lithium from Li-ion 
battery waste 

Li-ion                                                      

 A new method called halometallurgy could recover lithium 
from Li-ion battery waste. 

Halo Metallurgy          ई      Li-ion                         

                     

 First, the battery materials are heated to move lithium from 
the cathode into a mix of sodium and potassium chloride salts, 
breaking the cathode's structure into transition metal oxides. 

                                                                   

       औ                                                       

   औ                                                        

 As the salts melt, they coat the particles to create a barrier 
against oxygen, which allows graphite to reduce the oxides into 
metallic alloys. 

                ,                                       

              ,              ऑ                                 

         

 Finally, up to 96% of lithium is recovered in the saline solution. 

      96%                                                  
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22Mar. Where or what is the human mind? 

          (mind)       औ             ? 

 Evidence points to the human mind not being a 
physical object you can touch, but a process the brain 

creates. 

                      mind   ई                        

          ,                                      

 The foundation of the mind consists of 
approximately 86 billion nerve cells (neurons). 

               भ  86                     

(neurons)                 

 These cells form a large and intricate web 
where they communicate by sending electrical signals 

and releasing chemical messengers called 
neurotransmitters across gaps known as synapses. 

                                                            

                      औ                              

                                     

 Glial cells support these neurons by supplying 

nutrients and maintaining the structure. 

                                            औ  

                                     

 However, the mind is more than just a bunch of cells. 

       , mind                                

 Most researchers view the mind as an emergent property of the brain, meaning that while 
individual neurons can‟t think or feel, their collective interaction produces consciousness and 
emotions. 

                mind                       (emergent property)         ,            

                               ,                               औ                       

 For an analogy, if the brain is the hardware of the body, the mind appears to be the software 

or maybe the active processing unit. 

               ,                             ,    mind                                   

         

 It encompasses everything from human logic and language to people‟s deepest feelings. 

                    औ                                                      

 And research suggests that the mind is quite literally what the brain does. 

औ                  mind                                 
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22Ma. Land encroaches out, Nilgiri tahrs in 

                     ,                  

 Once a hub of encroachers, Chokramudi hills are now a thriving habitat for Nilgiri tahrs 
and Neelakurinji; govt. had reclaimed the land after residents protested against illegal 
construction. 

                                                               औ                

                  ;                                                         भ               

      

 In 2024, the Chokramudi hills under the Bison Valley panchayat near Munnar in Idukki, 
Kerala, were known primarily as a hub of encroachers. 

 2024   ,                                                                                   

                                                      

 However, just two years later, the landscape had been transformed into a thriving natural 
habitat for the endangered Nilgiri tahrs. 

        ,                                                                               
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 The crisis began when an Adimaly native purchased 14.69 acres of land in the ecologically 
fragile Chokramudi hills, attempting to divide and sell the land into over 60 plots. 

                                                                                         

14.69     भ          औ      60                                            

 The encroacher constructed an illegal road, felled numerous trees, and built a check dam on 
the hillside. 

                              ई,  ई               औ                                

      

 In protest, downstream residents of Bison Valley formed the “Chokramudi Protection 
Council”. 

         ,                                         “                     ”              

 Two Special Investigation Teams uncovered large-scale encroachment of government 
land and the massive destruction of Neelakurinji plants. 

                                                            औ                      भ          

                

 Following these reports, the Revenue Department cancelled the 13.69 acres of land‟s title 
deeds in March 2025 and reclaimed the area. 

                 ,                    2025    13.69     भ                              

औ                       

 By August 2025, authorities cancelled the title deed for an additional 1.05 acres and seized a 
resort built on the encroached land. 

     2025   ,                      1.05                     भ            औ  

        भ                                    

 Since the government takeover, the absence of unregulated tourism has allowed nature to 

rebound. 

                     ,                                                भ                  

 Botanist Jomy Augustine said that the hills have become an active habitat for the Nilgiri 
tahrs and Neelakurinji. 

                                                       औ                     

               

 “The climate and grasslands here are most favourable for the tahr,” he said. 

           , “               औ                                         ” 

 The hills are set to witness a massive flowering of Neelakurinji. 

                                                            

 

22Mar. Oceans more than gases helped 
earth coo 

                                        

               

Climate reconstruction from Antarctic ice cores 

                                       

 When researchers recently analysed 
Antarctic ice cores to reconstruct the earth‟s 
climate over the last three million years, they 
found that the world‟s oceans cooled by 2.5°C, 
most of it around 2.7 million years ago. 

                                               

                                            

         ,                                2.5°C 

   ,                        2.7                 

 ई  
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 While methane levels were unchanged, those of carbon dioxide did so barely 2.9–1.2 
million years ago. 

                              ,                                   2.9–1.2        

             

 The findings suggest that factors like ocean circulation and ice sheet growth, rather than 
gas levels alone, primarily drove long-term cooling. 

                                  ,                    औ                                    

                              भ           
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22Mar. Cost concerns delay safer building codes for Himalayas 

                                                                   

 Are the risks to structures in the Himalayas and northeastern states from earthquakes 
overestimated? 

          औ     -                                                            ? 

 Scientists, structural engineers, and representatives from several government ministries are 
expected to deliberate and report to the Cabinet Secretariat in the coming weeks. 

       ,                   औ   ई                                                  -      

                                   

 This follows the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) withdrawing updated criteria that 
construction projects ought to incorporate to guard against collapse during earthquakes. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
6 

                        (BIS)                                       ,    भ              

ढ                               

 The withdrawal was prompted, The Hindu reported on March 7, by a Cabinet Secretariat 

order stating the new standards “materially affected … ongoing and future infrastructure 
projects including metro rail projects” and that a “holistic and comprehensive review of the 
revised IS 1893 be conducted, taking into account the perspectives of all stakeholders.” 

7                         ,                                                “       औ  भ       

          ,                               भ         ” औ  IS 1893                        

 However, a decade of government-commissioned studies involving scientists from 

geological, seismological, geotechnical and structural engineering institutions are clear: the 
potential damage to structures such as residential buildings, bridges, and power plants in the 
Himalayan States is higher than current risk assessments. 

       ,                                                      भ    ,       औ                

     भ                                    

 Engineers and architects are required to follow the IS 1893 standard. 

         औ               IS 1893                            

 India‟s zoning map delineates four zones. 

भ                                    भ         

 Zone II is the calmest; Zone V is assigned to areas along the Himalayan front, where 
magnitude 8 quakes have occurred in living memory. 

    II             ;     V                           ,      8                           

 At such forces, buildings experience stresses that can buckle steel columns and have floors 
pancaking onto one another. 

                                                                   औ           -             

         

 For context, a magnitude 7 quake 20 km from a fault can produce peak ground 
acceleration (PGA) exceeding Zone V‟s design threshold. 

   भ        , 20              7                PGA        V                          

 The withdrawn update originated from a 2024 paper in the Indian Journal of Earth System 
Sciences that proposed a way to estimate earthquake hazards consonant with global 

methods. 

                    2024                    ,                                         

                    

 It was the outcome of a project the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) had 
commissioned in 2019 from IIT-Madras and BIS. 

   2019    NDMA      IIT-     औ  BIS                               

 It was preceded by projects in 2007-11 and 2013-17 — all to move the hazard assessment 
towards a ―probabilistic framework‖. 

          2007-11 औ  2013-17    भ             ,            ―                    ‖ 

           

 This framework differs from India‟s existing approach based only on past seismicity; it 

incorporates several variables to forecast forces on a structure in the event of the strongest 
probable quakes. 

   ढ                                                   औ   ई                    भ       

भ         भ                       

 The NDMA accepted the study and BIS published its outcomes in IS 1893 as a 2025 
update — which was then withdrawn. 

NDMA                    औ  BIS        2025       (IS 1893)                     ,      

                         

 The authors comprise scientists from the IITs in Mumbai and Chennai, the Atomic Energy 
Regulatory Board, and the Geological Survey. 

                IIT     ई, IIT    ई,                        , औ                          

            

 PGA values and earthquake risk assessment 

PGA     औ                   
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 “These PGA values are not derived based on any quantitative earthquake hazard 
assessment and are abysmally low, especially for the higher earthquake zones,” the authors 

report. 

“   PGA          भ                                            औ                 

भ                            ,”                
 “The 1897 Great Shillong Plateau earthquake in northeast India is reported to have resulted 

in PGA values more than [1 g].” 

“1897                          (       भ   )    PGA     1 g                       ” 
 They note that “design accelerations in similar areas worldwide are taken to be two times (or 

more) compared to that in the existing zone map of India.” 

                                                                                      

                   
 The study was led by S.T.G. Raghukanth, C.V.R. Murty, Bhargavi Podili, and K.P. 

Sreejaya of IIT Madras. 

                 S.T.G. Raghukanth, C.V.R. Murty, Bhargavi Podili औ  K.P. Sreejaya 

(IIT     )          
 Previously, regions were assigned Zone IV or V only after a significant earthquake; the 

surrounding areas were assumed to be at lower risk despite decades of pent-up strain. 

    ,              IV    V          भ                           ,                                 

             
 The framework also didn‟t account for local soil conditions that amplify seismic waves or 

data from 168 Himalayan monitoring stations. 

   ढ                           औ  168                                                     

     
 “The earth is a dynamic system. Every 50 years, PGA values change by about 10%,” said 

O.P. Mishra, former director, National Centre for Seismology. 

“                            50        PGA       भ  10%         ,”  .  .      (     

      ,        भ              )         
 “In a probabilistic assessment you account for a variety of factors that might influence 

shaking.” 

“                        ई                                          भ                ” 
 The new map assigns PGA values of 0.15-0.75 g for Zones II through a newly introduced 

Zone VI. 

             0.15    0.75 g       PGA               औ             VI              
 It draws on 69,519 earthquake events from 2600 BC to 2019, 36 seismogenic source 

zones, and ground motion models. 

   2600 ई           2019       69,519      , 36                , औ                     

           
 These values have likely rattled agencies such as the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation and the 

National Dam Safety Authority. 

                                    औ                                                         

    
 “Recent evidence shows that 95% of those who die in earthquakes are those who live in 1-3 

storey houses that are inadequately designed,” said a scientist involved in the exercise. 

“                       95%                             1-3                             ,”    

                
 “The 0.75 factor is also a lower number.” 

“0.75 g                 ” 
 Pakistan and Nepal use values close to 0.75g, while the U.S. and Japan routinely calculate 

1 g or more, he added. 

        औ          भ  0.75 g                 ,              औ           1 g         

                   
 One NDMA official said the recommended values “were too high” and would strain public 

spending. 

   NDMA                          “           ” औ                      
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 “On one hand we have the situation that a large proportion do not follow even the [2016] 
codes. Then with these stringent numbers, steel, cement costs will go up manifold; where 

there is money to build four schools or clinics in a village, only one will be made.” 

“              2016                           ,                          औ           

      ई           ,                                                ” 
 The NDMA didn’t respond to requests for official comment. 

NDMA                              

 

GS Paper III: IS 

TOPICS COVERED     22  March  2026 

22Mar Navy’s state-of-the-art stealth frigate Taragiri to be commissioned on 

April 3 

                                      3                    

 
 
 

22Mar. Navy’s state-of-the-art stealth frigate Taragiri to be commissioned on 

April 3 

                                      3                    

 Indigenous stealth frigate Taragiri, equipped with cutting-
edge weapons, including supersonic missiles, will be 
commissioned into the Indian Navy on April 3, the Defence 
Ministry said in a press release on Saturday. 

                        ,                               , 

                                , 3                       

                 ,                                           

             

 The ceremony will be presided over by Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh in Visakhapatnam, and “will serve as a powerful testament to the nation‟s 

journey toward becoming a completely self-reliant naval power”. 

                                                            , औ     “                

    भ                                                ” 
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 As the fourth potent platform of the Project 17A class, “Taragiri is not merely a ship; it is a 
6,670-tonne embodiment of the „Make in India‟ spirit and the sophisticated engineering 

capabilities of our indigenous shipyards,” the release read. 

       17A                                     , “                            ;    6,670 

      „             ‟ भ     औ                                                          ,” 

                  

 Taragiri, the fourth ship of Nilgiri-class and the third one built by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Ltd, was delivered to the Navy on November 28 last year, marking a milestone 

in achieving self-reliance in design and construction. 

        ,                          औ                                                

    ,           28                                ,           औ                भ           

                                     

 This state-of-the-art frigate reflects a “quantum leap” in naval design, stealth, firepower, 
automation and survivability, and is a symbol of „aatmanirbharta‟ in warship building, the 

Navy had then said. 

                                 ,    ,         ,       औ                        

“           ”             , औ                   „         ‟           ,                      

 With indigenous content exceeding 75%, the ship highlights the maturity of a domestic 
industrial ecosystem that now spans over 200 MSMEs, and contributing to the government‟s 
Aatmanirbharta initiative, it said. 

 75%                           ,                  घ     औ                               

  ,       200               ई           , औ                                          

  ,             


